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                                      L I S T E N I N G – T A P E S C R I P T 

 

                                      AN INTERVIEW WITH OWEN JACKSON  

 

Interviewer: Owen, some say your successful career as a film director was born out of turmoil. 

Would you agree with that?  

 

Owen: If you call no studio support and working against the odds turmoil, I’d have to agree with you 

there! 

 

Interviewer: But your career breakthrough goes back to the early 1990s, doesn’t it? That’s when you 

were being acclaimed (and I quote here) “a highly creative, gifted and technically perfect director.” 

 

Owen: It was the overwhelming success of Task Force that did it. Looking back, it’s hard to see how 

we managed to get the film made in such precarious circumstances. We experienced every kind of 

problem imaginable. Before that, I’d been struggling for some time within the industry – getting 

nowhere fast.  

 

Interviewer: So how did you find the will to make the film?  

 

Owen: My ideas had been getting, well, a frosty reception from the big studios, so I moved to 

Australia and began shooting there, on a budget of 8 million dollars. I suppose I’d started to think 

that I just couldn’t fit into the studio system, and the idea of going it alone became more appealing. 

Our budget was tight, by Hollywood standards, so every day was a challenge because there was no 

back up. You might not be aware that the movie business is mostly frustration – most people don’t 

realise that. You have to get used to more setbacks than successes. But I was able to say, “This is my 

baby”, and that in itself was motivating. 

 

Interviewer: So, when you arrived in Australia, did you have any inkling of the success that Task 

Force would become?  

 

Owen: No, it hadn’t even crossed my mind. But we were trying hard to do something different. One 

thing about doing war films is that you don’t often get the intensity of feeling that would really be 

found on the front line of a battlefield – you know, desperation, irritation, a feeling of anger. War 

films are normally quite sanitised, and I didn’t want that. So, we hired an expert on outback survival 

and took the cast deep into the bush for six weeks. It was tough – which was the whole point, you 

know – but I can confirm just how tough it was because I joined them for most of it. Anyway, it gave 

the characters more grit and realism. 

 

Interviewer: So it worked, and other directors have since taken up the technique. Reality’s now a big 

selling point. 

 

Owen: Well, I don’t think it had ever been done before, so I guess it was a turning point, in that 

sense. And it’s always nice to know that colleagues in the industry, on either side of the camera, see 

your work as something special and have been influenced by it. That’s very gratifying. But most 
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films that are hailed as turning points aren’t. I don’t see film, or any other artistic medium for that 

matter, as working in that way. A true breakthrough is very rare. The point is that any film-maker 

tries to go one better … so what we get is a step-by-step development and emergence of new ideas 

and techniques. Anyone working in film is part of that tradition, and it’s no secret that I’ve borrowed 

liberally from other people’s work - that’s part of what we do. 

 

Interviewer: And do your films make you reflect more on the world and what goes on in it?  

 

Owen: Reflecting on the world, I suppose, yes. But I try not to dwell on current affairs – more on the 

bigger picture. Overall I have a lot faith in people’s ability to make the world a better place. And as 

for my personal life, things are settled and fine. I have a son who’s nine, and twin daughters – so 

things are good. 

 

Interviewer: And can you keep making films with the same intensity, or has age mellowed your 

concerns and your approach? 

 

Owen: Good question. It was hard to make a film like Task Force - there’s nothing wrong with 

turmoil – but you’ve got to keep looking for something new and move on, you know. 
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READING: 

1.F,  2.T,  3.F,  4.T,  5.T,  6.F, 7.F, 8.T 

9.   plight 

10. viable           10 points 

 

VOCABULARY: (Note – spelling should be correct) 

1. utter 

2. descended 

3. slurred 

4. paperback 

5. enthusiasm 

6. publication 

7. Naval / naval 

8. accompany  

9. agreements (accept agreement) 

10.Peninsular / peninsular                    10 points 

 

GRAMMAR: 

1. which  

2. While / while 

3. known 

4. at 

5. up 

6. each 

7. with 

8. from 

9. on 

10. making       

11. failure of their marriage was probably down to 

12. has run off with 

13. he had not taken on 

14. had they come out of the bank when 

15. had come through before         15 points 

 

LISTENING  

1. D 

2. C 

3. B 

4. A 

5. C 

            5 points 

                      40 points 
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P I C T U R E – S T O R Y 

 
Based on the picture, 

 

1. discuss whether the medical branch of plastic surgery is necessary at all 

                         or 

2. create a story in which somebody had to undergo plastic surgery for important reasons  
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R O L E – P L A Y 

 

 

 

STUDENT: 

An international student group is organizing mini Olympic Games for students in your country. As 

you are a member of the Students’ Council at one of the prestigious secondary schools in Slovakia, 

they have asked you for some advice. Plan together a small version of the Olympic Games. The 

representative of the international student group starts speaking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHER: 

You are a representative of an international student group that would like to organize mini Olympic 

Games for students in Slovakia. You have invited a member of the Students’ Council at one of the 

prestigious schools in Slovakia, who is a creative and active person. You ask him to give you some 

suggestions about how to organize a small version of the Olympic Games. You start speaking. 
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